Name:______________________________ Date:________________  #:_____

Name:______________________________ Name:______________________________

Name:______________________________

Name:______________________________

Earth’s Biomes Project:  __________________
Students will work together in groups to create models of the different biomes found in the world.  This will take approximately 1 ½ weeks to complete and present.  The projects are due Wednesday, March 28.  Presentations will be that day as well. 
Students may use any resources available to them: West Bloomfield’s Public Libraries, the Internet, encyclopedia’s, any and all resources they find.  The goal of this project is that students will become more familiar with the different types of biomes found on planet earth.  Also, they will become familiar with the different types of producers, consumers, and decomposers that make up each biome.  Each group must write a one-page typed (write-up) describing their biome that they will use to help present information and facts to the class.

I realize projects are difficult to do at home with all of your busy schedules, and that is why they will be working on the majority of this project at school (possibly all of it).  I ask only that you help your son or daughter collect materials that he/she may need to create the best project possible.  If purchasing materials, please keep it to a reasonable amount spent that everyone agrees upon.  No materials HAVE to be purchased to complete this project well.  All materials needed to get started should be brought in on Thursday, March 22 .  We will spend that day, plus the remainder of that week, completing the projects in class. As mentioned, presentations will be Wednesday, March 28th.  Adjustments to this schedule may occur.
Thank you for your continuing support and I look forward to the finished products.  If you have any questions about the project please contact me @ Doherty anytime. 
RUBRIC:







            POINTS

Model is organized and neat



___________                                                  10pts/__

Identified producers, consumers, and decomposers found in biome_                                                           10pts/__

One page write-up describing their biome
_______
__                                                         __     10pts/__

Identified where biome was located with a map of the world._____                                                            10pts/__
Identified what types of trees grow in their biome: coniferous, deciduous, or none    _  ___________ _______10pts/___
Attached to one page write-up was a colored drawing of a food web and food chain found in their biome    _ _10pts/___ 
Fact Sheets from each scientists in the group_____________________________________________________10pts/                    
MUST HAND IN RUBRIC WITH PROJECT (-2 points if missing)
TOTAL POINTS


70pts

OVER (  
Process 

Each team will be assigned a biome by the teacher.  It is the team's job to research the biome and gather facts and information about that biome.  Each member of the team will become an expert in a particular aspect of the biome, listed in the team roles found below.

Team Roles

	Team Role
	Area of Expertise
	Team Member’s Name

	Botanist
	Plant Expert
	 

	Zoologist
	Animal Expert
	 

	Meteorologist
	Weather Expert
	 

	Geographer
	Map and Area Expert
	 


Discuss with your team which role each of you will assume.  Remember that you are all responsible for learning about the biome you are presenting, but your role reflects an area of particular focus for you as you research.


Each team member should choose a website from the resource list and find their biome, then record facts and information about the biome that would be useful in the presentation.  This fact sheet will be turned in to show that you did your share of the group work.  Please do not print out whole web pages, a list of hand-written numbered facts on notebook paper is fine.  Your fact sheet should include your group’s biome and your individual role in the group (see sample below).
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Remember your role.  You can write down anything useful you think the team will need, but your focus should be on the role you were assigned (Geographer, Meteorologist, Zoologist, Botanist) 
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ECOSYSTEM WEBSITES [image: image2.png]



Check out these cool websites during our study of ecosystems
The Everglades

http://www.nps.gov/ever/eco/
Amazon Interactive

http://www.eduweb.com/amazon.html
What’s It Like Where You Live?

http://www.mbgnet.net/
More World Biomes

http://www.ucmp.berkeley.edu/glossary/gloss5/biome/
The Cyberzoo Biomes

http://lsb.syr.edu/projects/cyberzoo/biome.html
NASA Earth Observatory

http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/Laboratory/Biome/
Life Science Safari

http://www.vilenski.org/science/safari/index.html
BIOMES

http://www.mbgnet.net/sets/rforest/index.htm
http://www.linktolearning.com/grade4science.htm
http://www.gould.edu.au/foodwebs/
Your assigned biome is:








______________________





Name


Name of Biome:  _________


Role in Group:  ___________


1.  xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx


2.  xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx


3.  xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx


4.  xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx


5.  xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx











